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Practicing Thesis Statements & Introductions

Thesis Statement

• Clear
• Arguable
• Interesting
• Informed

Introduction

1. Provides a context (broad but not too broad) for the problem being investigated (what is it? why does it 
matter? what’s your angle / how are you approaching it?)

2. Implies or states a research question -- identifies a gap in our understanding 
3. Answers research question directly with a thesis statement
4. Forecasts the organization of the body of the report in a final sentence (“launching point”)



Sample RE3v1 Introduction

[context] Since the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) agreement became public knowledge in 2015, Americans and citizens of 

other UN Security Council nations have become increasingly aware that non-nuclear countries could develop nuclear weapons under the guise 

of benign industry. To counter this concern in the case of Iran, permanent Security Council members and member nations of the EU

negotiated the Iran nuclear agreement (JCPOA), restricting Iran’s development and use of heavy water reactors, centrifuges, and the 

reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel. [research question] Were these measures technologically necessary and sufficient to contain Iran’s nuclear 

threat? [thesis] To ensure global and national security, this report suggests continuing to limit Iran from developing and retaining certain 

nuclides with high potential for the creation of nuclear weapons. [transition followed by “launching point”] Congressional review is required 

to execute the suggested procedures. To assist in this review, the following report explains how the materials used in the manufacture of 

nuclear weapons are developed, the weapons designs into which they are incorporated, and whether and how civilian nuclear technologies 

use can pose a threat by doubling as platforms for weapons development.



Arak Heavy Water Reactor 
& Natanz Uranium Enrichment Facility

source

source

centrifuges

https://en.radiofarda.com/a/salehi-says-iran-deceived-west-about-heavy-water-reactor/29730070.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-boasts-it-will-soon-unveil-new-nuclear-centrifuges-power-plant/
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