
PHYS/GLBL 280
WRITING LAB- 03/09/2026



DISCUSSION FOR RPPv2

If you have received a HOLD, you must meet with a TA. You 
must have a finalized and approved topic before Spring Break. 



RE3v2



RE3v2: **Submission due Wednesday Feb. 25 at 10pm. 

- For RE3v2 you will revise your RE3v1 essay. This revision should address all of the comments from your 
TA and peer review partner. 

- AI DISCLOSURE STATEMENT:  
- AI usage is not required for this assignment, as mentioned earlier during the discussion for RE 3v1. 

- If you choose to use AI, the process must follow the same guidelines as previous assignments. 

- An AI Disclosure Statement is required, regardless of whether you used AI or not. 

- In this disclosure, you should clearly state whether AI tools were used in completing the 
assignment. If AI was used, briefly explain how it was used in your writing process. 



RE3v2:

- WRITER’S MEMO:  
- In addition to your RE3v2 essay, you must submit a Writer’s Memo (5–10 sentences). 

- The Writer’s Memo should describe how you incorporated feedback from your TA and your 
peer review partner. 

- If there was feedback that you chose not to incorporate, briefly explain your reasoning for not 
using it. 

- Submit both the RE3v2 essay and the Writer’s Memo together with your assignment.



RE3v2: 



RE3v2: 



RPv1: 
- Research Paper V1 Due April 8th at 10PM. 
- ***Research Paper Collegial Response due March 13th at 10PM.  

Main Task:  
- Write the Initial Draft of Your Research Paper, Incorporating Your Colleague’s Response (Includes a Writer's Memo) 
- Should be a drafts of a 5–6 page research paper. 
- Do not forget the abstract on the cover page.  
- Must integrate technical and policy perspectives 
- Should emulate the style of the Illini Journal of International Security (IJOIS). 

Paper goals: 

- Analyze a global security problem. 
- Use both political science and engineering perspectives and conclude with brief policy or technical solutions.  
- Include a clear thesis statement in the introduction 
- Integrate technology and policy perspectives, follow a problem–solution structure and provide thoughtful analysis of the research 

question 
- Include at least 6 independently researched sources



Body length:  
- 5–6 pages of body text: 
- Not included in length: 

- Cover page 
- References page 
- Figures/tables 

- Required order: 
- Cover page 
- Body (5–6 pages) 
- References page 
- Figures/tables (optional) 

- Cover Page and Abstract:  
- Cover Page must include:  

- Required header information 
- Short descriptive title (≤ 100 characters) 
- Half-page abstract

Total submission: 7–10 pages depending on figures.

Abstract Should include:  
- Describe the research question 
- Summarize conclusions and recommendations. 
- Encourage readers to read the full paper 

Important:  
- Cover page is not numbered. 
- Page 1 begins with the introduction. 



Research, Citations, and Figures :  
Sources 

- Minimum 6 sources required 
- At least one: book, book chapter, or peer-reviewed paper 
- Limits: 

- Max 2 assigned readings 
- Max 2 newspaper articles 
- No lecture slides 
- Only approved online documents 

Citations 
- Use APA citation style 
- In-text format: (Author, Year) 
- Every citation must correspond to a source in the References page 

Figures & Tables 
- Up to 2 figures/tables 
- Must be referenced in the text 
- Placed after the References page 
- Must include number and caption 
- Should be essential for understanding the paper



RPv1 Development Process:
1. Research (No AI) 

- Review the sources identified in your research 
proposal. 

- Evaluate their arguments, evidence, and relevance to 
your topic. 

- Find additional scholarly sources if needed to 
strengthen your research base. 

- Focus on gathering information that will help you 
build and support your main argument. 

2. Drafting (No AI) 
- Write the first complete version of your paper. 
- Include all required components: 
- Cover page 

- Introduction and thesis; Body paragraphs with 
evidence and analysis; Conclusion; References 
page 

- Your draft should present a clear argument supported 
by your research sources. 

3. AI Analysis (AI Allowed) 
Upload your completed draft to an AI tool. 
- Ask the AI to: 

- Critique the strength of your argument 
- Identify weaknesses or gaps in reasoning 
- Generate a possible counterargument 
- Use this step as a way to test and challenge your 

argument, not to rewrite the paper. 

4. Editing (No AI) 

- Carefully review the AI feedback and evaluate 
whether it is useful. 

- Decide which suggestions improve your 
argument and which do not. 

- Revise your draft accordingly to clarify claims, 
strengthen evidence, and improve structure. 



Counter Arguments, Writer’s Memo, and Writing Rules (RPv1): 

Addressing Counter Arguments: 

- After receiving AI critique, consider the counterargument generated about your policy recommendation. 
- Briefly acknowledge this opposing perspective in your conclusion. 
- Explain why your policy recommendation is still stronger or more convincing despite this critique. 
- This response should be short and concise, typically only a few additional sentences in the conclusion. 

Writer’s Memo Requirements 

Your submission must include a Writer’s Memo that explains your writing and revision process. 

- Include: 
- AI disclosure statement indicating whether AI was used 
- A link or copy of your AI prompts and conversation 
- Analysis of the AI’s feedback on your argument 
- Explanation of whether you incorporated the AI’s suggestions and why 

- Also reflect on: 
- Strengths of your draft 
- Areas that still need improvement 
- How your paper integrates both technical and political science perspectives



**Important Writing Rules:  

- Your research paper must: 
- Be original work written specifically for this assignment 
- Be written entirely in your own words 
- Demonstrate your analysis and understanding of the sources. 

- You may not: 
- Ask AI to write or generate any part of the paper 
- Reuse writing from previous courses or assignments 

Spring Break Recommendation 

- It is recommended (but not required) that you review or work on your research paper over Spring 
Break. 

- While it is unfortunate that the timeline overlaps with the break, making progress during this time can 
help you stay on track for the upcoming deadlines. 







Midterm Exam Information:

Midterm Review Session 

- Date & Time: Tuesday, March 24-  6:00 PM until conclusion 
- Location: Zoom 
- A Zoom invitation and link will be sent via class mass email. 

**Midterm Exam 

- Date & Time: Thursday, March 26- 2:00 PM – 3:20 PM 
- Location: 128 Ceramics (PHYS 280 Lecture Room) 

Study Resources 

- The course website contains: 
- Past midterm exams 
- Solution keys 

- It is highly recommended that you review these materials while preparing for the exam.



Discussion Section Activity: 

Jeopardy!!! 
https://jeopardylabs.com/play/phys280-3

https://jeopardylabs.com/play/phys280-3

