
Phys 280 RPv2 rubric: No hard copy submitted: -5 RPv2 submitted late electronically: -15 No RPv1 or rubric attached: -15
Features: Description: Range: Comments on student paper for each feature (noting problems 

and strengths):
Coverage of 
issues and 
information

includes a thesis statement in the introduction that answers a focused 
research question developed from the topic chosen in the research paper 
proposal

follows a problem-solution structure; solutions were introduced and a 
tentative recommendation made in body of paper.  All solutions were 
evaluated in detail.

10%

High

Mid

Low

Technology - 
policy balance

sufficient balance and effective synthesis, 
developed in collaboration with the secondary author

15%

High

Mid

Low

Precise and 
accurate use of
concepts

concepts key to audience understanding of the issue you’ve chosen are 
presented with accuracy and appropriate detail for your purpose

Demonstrated independent research and use of one’s own analytical 
viewpoint

10%

High

Mid

Low

Research, 
Integration of 
knowledge, 
and Analysis

5% per major 
point not 
covered

provides a thoughtful, informed, and accurate analysis of your answer to the
research question

demonstrates that independent research was conducted,
integrates research effectively, and 
acknowledges and attributes the work of others

selective and thoughtful use of sources aimed at creating new knowledge by
synthesizing and extending the work of others through a mix of summary, 
paraphrase, and quotation

paper mainly provides an analysis of a problem but ends with a brief 
explanation and justification of recommended solutions

20%

High

Mid

Low



Professional 
style

This technical paper is consistent with the IJOIS journal article style

shows clear and effective organization, 
especially through the use of topic sentences at the beginnings of 
paragraphs, sections, and subsections, with each chunk of text developing 
its announced topic logically and separately

10%

High

Mid

Low

Conformity to 
conventions

5-6 pages doubled-spaced
includes cover page with an appropriate title and abstract, separate 
reference page, section headings
header block and date in correct format 
page numbers (except cover page)
12-point Times New Roman font throughout (including page numbers)
1.25" side margins and 1" top margins and .5" bottom margins.

At least six acceptable sources (includes at least one relevant book, chapter 
of book, or peer-reviewed paper)
no more than two assigned readings 
accurate use of APA style for in-text references and reference list

One error -10 (i.e. any error will lead to loss of all points for this section)

10%

High

Mid

Low

Copy editing 
and use of 
standard 
language

5%
High

Low

Quality of 
revision and 
rationale

Integrate RPv2 revision plan made in writing lab into memo.

Also staple RPv1, including the rubric.

20%

High

Mid

Low

Overall Comments:


