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IPA Keyboard Layout

The keyboard layout is described in terms of an IPA chart rather than a keyboard. This is because many base
characters are typed as a sequence of a letter followed by one of <, >, = or | which are characters used to
change a base character to another base character. Diacritics are typed as sequences of an appropriate key.
Blue denotes non-IPA sanctioned phonetic symbols (they may be used by other traditions such as Americanist,

Chinese or Russian).

Consonants
Dental | Alveolar a:/:?l;r Retroflex | Palatal Velar Pharyngeal | Glottal
Plosive t t t <t|lcc |k k Q2 =2
d d d<d|j =i|g <9
Nasal non n, <n n =n ] >n
Trill r r
Tap or Fiap ¢ >r [ <r
Fricative =t|g s =s|s <s |¢ =c|x x |y h >h|h h
=d|z z =z |z <z |j <i =g ¢ <2 |f <n
Lateral Fricative § =1
Approximate ] =r I <R|j F |u->v
el 11 L <t |4 <t|L = % %

Where symbols appear in pairs, the bottom one represents a voiced consonant. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

! This requires the use of Charis SIL (http:/scripts.sil.ore/CharisSILfont) or Doulos SIL (http://scripts.sil.org/DoulosSILfont).
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Other Consonants

Other Symbols

Clicks Voiced implosives Mm =w VI labial-velar fricative ¢ <c vd alveolo-palatal fricative
= Bilabial >b  Bilabial w Vd labial-velar ' icati
O P 6 w approximant % >z Vd alveolo-palatal fricative
<y or ial-
| <1 Dental d >d Dental/alveolar q _y Zd labial-palatal 1 >L Vd alveolar lateral flap
= pproximant

| .

: ! (Postjaiveolar _]r >J Palatal H =H VI epiglottal fricative fj >H Simultaneous [ and x

+ >1 Palatoalveolar g‘ >g Velar ('; <Q Vd epiglottal fricative

” =1 Alveolar lateral g >G Uvular ? =Q Vd epiglottal plosive

Vowels Suprasegmentals
T
Front Central Back > | Primary stress
Unrounded Rounded Unrounded Rounded Unrounded Rounded < |
Close i y ¥ i =1 B —u w =u u u | Secondary stress
Near-close 1 =i Y =y U <u e =: Long
Cosemid | € e g > |s =E e =0 |v >0 [0 o e < Half long
Mid 5 =e I L == Extralong
Open-mid | € <e ® <E I 3 >e ‘ 8 <O I A >u 5 <o € @x Exira short
Near-open <a | e >a I | <. Minor (foot) group
Open a a E >E I | | a =a D =o ” =. Major (intonation) group
Syllable break
o =# Linking (absence of a break)

IPA Unicode 6.2 (v1.5) MAC Keyboard.docx
7 March 2013
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Other (non-IPA) Vowels

®x >A a a open central unrounded vowel

1 | i near-close near-front unrounded A A open central unrounded

t >I '] ‘ 4 unrounded alveolar apical
lower-high central unrounded

} <I or 1 ‘ Z unrounded retroflex apical
high back unrounded

g >U high front rounded '1{ ‘ Yy rounded alveolar apical

0) | u near-close back rounded 'l{ ‘ Y rounded retroflex apical

E | E mid front unrounded

o) | e open-mid front rounded

Tone and Word accents

Level? Contour3
1 #4 € @4 Extra high | #0#4 ¢ es Rising
1 #3 é e3 High \  #4#0 e e Faling
q #2 e €2 | Mmd 1 #2#4 2 @6 High rising
] #1 e Q1 Low 4 #1#2 e Q7 Low rising
] #0 € eo |Ealw | N 11#4# € e[ Rising-falling
¢ es Mid falling
e @9 Mid rising
g e Falling-fising
“wo# Downstep 7 #} Global rise
15 #1 | Upstep N Global fall

Tone numbers and pitch contours (non-IPA)

Other (non-IPA)
Symbols

¢ >c vl palatal implosive
d, | d alveolo-palatal vd plosive
I) | h vd pharyngeal nasal
Kk >k vl velar implosive
Jn | 1 front-palatal vd lateral
approximate
n |n front-palatal vd nasal
f) >p vl bilabial implosive
q‘ >q vl uvular implosive
J‘ =S vl retroflex postalveolar fricative
£ >t vl dental or alveolar implosive
/t | t front-palatal vl plosive
1 | T dental click
w7  <w bilabial flap
=z vd retroflex postalveolar
5 fricative
+ =+

——  ##1 ##2 ##3 ##4 ##5 ##6

- Level pitch contours from 1 to 98

-— ##7 ##8 ##9

3 ~3 (0-9) superscript number

- ~

- superscript hyphen

% Use “&” for Left-stem level tones, e.g. “&0” becomes A712 (I).

3 Glides to and from any level (e.g. “#3#2” becomes 1) and any sequence of any two glides
(e.g. “#3#1#4” becomes M).

* This requires the use of Charis SIL (http://scripts.sil.org/CharisSILfont) or Doulos SIL
(http://scripts.sil.org/DoulosSILfont).

° This requires the use of Charis SIL (http://scripts.sil.org/CharisSILfont) or Doulos SIL
(http://scripts sil.org/DoulosSILfont).

® These require the use of Charis SIL (http://scripts.sil.org/CharisSILfont) or Doulos SIL
(http://scripts.sil.org/DoulosSILfont) version 4.1 or greater. They will turn into contours if used
in Graphite applications.

IPA Unicode 6.2 (v1.5) MAC Keyboard.docx
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Diacritics & Suprasegmentals

kh “h Aspirated
v tw Labialised
t ~3 Palatalised
I¥ #g Velarised
t? #? Pharyngealised
nk “n Pre/post nasalised
t] ~1 Lateral release
Jlj #J Other superscripts are available®
k* =’ Light aspiration
e I Rhoticity
t > Ejective
t |1 No audible release
b¢ <’ Weak aspiration
1 &| Syllabic
a &* Non-syllabic
a &~ Creaky voiced
a, symbol
preceded by &  Retroflex hooks®
eg. &a
n &% Voiceless
S &5 Voiced
S &" Breathy voiced
b symbol
preceded by @  Palatal hooks™
eg. @b
o Voiceless (diacritics are
] @s sometimes placed above a symbol

with a descender)

8 The following characters can be superscripted:

0123456789 + - = ()T ?bBceddfdggyhfihjzj
kllAemmnpnyNprigessftOvowuyxyzzz
3ace®acoselDdBoE®oitiondsesyauwu
BYY

Deadkeys "~ and # are used, please see keyboard chart for

diagram.

” Retroflex hooks may be added to:aadeesaiofus(a

adegzaipfu 3)
Please see keyboard chart “&” for diagram.

1% Pajatal hooks may be added to: bd fgk Imnprsfvx

z(hdfgklmnprsfyxz)
Please see keyboard chart “@” for diagram.
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E &[ Dental

E &1 Apical

Iu; &{ Laminal

t &} Linguolabial

!; &. Closer variety / Fricative

e e~ Nasalised

1 ~1 Velarized or pharyngealized™!

€ e Centralised

é e+ Mid centralised

é @x Extra short

é e. Palatalization/Centralization
m ¢
Ef) &# Double articulation / affricate’
§ &@ Double articulation / affricate ™
1+1 &+ Advanced

i & Retracted

[ &6 Raised

€ &7 Lowered

@ &8 +ATR

@ &9 -ATR

€ &) More rounded

€ & ( Less rounded

Q ’ open vowel

p &! Fortis

p &3 Lenis
— => Becomes, is realized as

o °~S

Syllable

! Available for b, d, £, 1, m, 8, p, %, £, 5, t and 2.

Please see keyboard chart

«_»

~” for diagram.

12 Typed between the characters. Thus k&#p.
1% Typed between the characters. Thus t&@s.
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