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Class of 2013

 Total number of graduates:  60
 Physics grad school: Minnesota, Maryland, Michigan, MIT, Princeton, Case-

Western, Ohio University, UIUC, U Chicago, Virginia, Johns Hopkins
 Other grad school:  MatSE, Finance, Applied Stats, Law, Geophysics, ECE, 

Journalism, CS, Math, Nucl Eng
 Jobs:  Viasat, Studio 222, IMC Finance, EPIC (2), Inservice Engineering, 

Creat-a-Soft, U-Line distributor, Qualcomm, Google, Twitch LLC, HS teaching 
(3),  software startup,  Jump Trading, Green Line, Olenick & Associates

 Several people “looking” taking a “gap year” or staying here for a year of 
research. 
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Class of 2012

About 60 grads, where did they go?
– 50% grad school in physics

 Schools: Stanford, Princeton, Ohio State, Virginia, Notre Dame, MIT, 
Cornell, Michigan, Michigan State, Indiana

 Fields: Atomic and molecular optics, biophysics, high energy physics, 
astrophysics, condensed matter physics, quantum computing, nuclear 
physics, nanotechnology.

– 25% grad school in other field
 economics, applied physics, architectural acoustics, biomedical 

engineering, secondary education, law school, neuroscience, 
astronomy and materials science

– 20% industry 
 software firms, the Department of Defense, IBM, Google, and HRL Labs 

5% teaching
– 5% teaching
– 5% military
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Class of 2011

About 50 grads, where did they go?
– 50% grad school in physics

 Schools: Stanford, Cornell, Princeton, Harvard, Caltech, Illinois, 
Northwestern, Michigan, Indiana, Washington, MIT, Colorado, 
University of California, University of Chicago, Wisconsin, Florida, Penn 
State, Carnegie Mellon, Maryland.

 Fields: Atomic and molecular optics, biophysics, high energy physics, 
astrophysics, condensed matter physics, quantum computing, nuclear 
physics, nanotechnology.

– 20% grad school in other field(CS, EE, NuclE, MatSE, Math)
– 20% industry 

 Software engineer (CISCO Systems), manufacturing systems (Intel), 
information technology (Simplex Investments, Accenture Consulting), 
finance (Belvedere Trading Company), public policy.

– 5% teaching
– 5% military (service or teaching)
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What can you do???

 ANYTHING YOU WANT!

 ~50-70% of UIUC Physics graduates go 
to graduate school
– (this number is closer to 50% nationally)
– Mostly in Physics
– Some related fields (Astronomy, CS, Econ, 

Engineering)

 Others find employment in a variety of 
fields.
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Graduate School: Who/What/How?

 Grad school may be for you if you want 
to…
– do research and development
– work at a national laboratory
– teach/research at the college/university level.

 Duration
– 1-2 year Master’s, 5-6 year Ph.D.

 Grad school
– Typically get remitted tuition + ~$20k per year
– Two years of course work (+ teach + research)
– Three-four years of research + dissertation
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Post Graduate (Ph.D.) Employment

 65% get postdocs
 30% get permanent jobs
 5% other 

Overall employment rate 
for Ph.D.’s is *very* high.
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Grad school in other fields?

 2011-13 UIUC Physics grads have gone to 
grad school in the following fields
– Electrical engineering
– Materials Science
– Computer science
– Nuclear engineering
– Economics
– Architectural Acoustics
– Biomedical Engineering
– Law School
– Secondary Education

 Any area of engineering is a possibility
 So is med school and law school
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– Neuroscience
– Astronomy
– Materials Science
– Finance
– Geophysics
– Applied Statistics
– Journalism
– Math
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What if you don’t want to go to 
graduate school?
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Illinois Employers of Physics Majors
 Accenture
 Advanced Diamond 

Technologies, Inc.
 Aerotek Scientific
 All About Eyes
 Analysts, Inc.
 Argonne National Lab
 Army Corps of Engineers
 Case-New Holland
 Chimp Studios
 CSG Systems
 Exelon
 Fermi National Lab
 Hewlett-Packard
 Highland Engineering, PC
 IBA Particle Therapy
 Illinois Tool Works, Inc.

 Ion Beam Applications
 Leo Burnett
 LG Electronics
 Magnetar Capital
 Navistar
 Nexus Engineering
 NorthShore University Health
 Orchid Tree Web Solutions
 RealTick
 Sargent & Lundy
 Sogeti USA
 Swedish Covenant Hospital
 Terracon
 Univ. of Chicago Schuster Lab
 Val-Matic Valve & 

Manufacturing Corporation
 VivaKi
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Comment on career paths

 Bad news:
– Physics does not provide a single, clear-cut 

career path.

 Good news:
– A degree in physics offers great flexibility
– Lots of opportunities for interdisciplinary work

 We want to help you succeed!
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Skills
 Knowledge and skills rated as important 

by physics bachelors 5-8 years after 
graduation
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PHYSICS
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PHYSICS
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Read the blog
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More Career Data

 Illinois companies that hire physics 
bachelors:
http://www.aip.org/statistics/trends/states/state.html

 Education and Employment Trends:
http://www.aip.org/statistics/

 American Institute of Physics collects the 
most data on Physics Trends

 You can find the pot of gold with a physics 
degree!
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Tailor your program

 Have a specific interest?
– Elective options allow you to tailor your program
– LAS Science and Letters or Engineering Physics

 Example options:
– Astrophysics
– Biophysics
– Computational physics
– Optical physics 
– Physical electronics
– User defined
– New options coming

 Nuclear physics, energy/sustainability, 
management, arms control …
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– Materials science
– Pre-law
– Pre-med
– Science writing
– Earth science
– Environmental science
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Recent user defined options
– Electrical Engineering Technical Option
– Geology/Geophysics 
– Pre-Optometry 
– Mathematical Physics 
– Prep for Grad School in Library Science
– Economics 
– Acoustic Engineering 
– Atmospheric Sciences
– Acoustics 
– Biomedical Engineering 
– Nuclear Physics 
– Sustainable Technology Commercialization
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What we are doing
1. Working with industry to market our majors and 

explain the value of physicists!
– Watch for job shadow programs.

2. Working with our majors (and Engineering 
Career Services) to make sure they market 
themselves and seek out opportunity.

3. Seek out internship opportunities for our 
students.  (separate from research opportunities 
discussed soon)

4. Surveying our alumni to find out what careers 
they are in and create ties for future graduates.

5. Getting input from you…
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Final Comments

 Bad news:
– Physics does not provide a single, clear-cut 

career path.

 Good news:
– A degree in physics offers great flexibility
– Lots of opportunities for interdisciplinary work

 We want to help you succeed!
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