
C. Riedl - UIUC PHYS 523, Spring 2026                                                                                 1

Caroline Riedl 

PHYS-523 
Spring 2026



C. Riedl - UIUC PHYS 523, Spring 2026                                                                                 

Timeline of PHYS-523 (spring 2026) 
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Gradable objectives

• 10% - Project talk: plans for the semester

• 20% - Two oral project progress presentations

‣ each (8+2)%, 8% for talk + slides, 2% for updated slides

• 15% - Final project report presentation

• 20% - Two written project progress reports

‣ 1st version and 2nd updated version will be graded, (8+2)% each

20% - Written final report

15% - Logbook entries (of the 25, the 22 best will be used)

1/3 for being complete (at least the “session log” entry for every session)

1/3 for content - appropriate description

1/3 for style - being well-structured and concise (brief but comprehensive)
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Progress Report and Presentation - preparation

• Progress Report: 4-5 pages 

• Progress Presentation: 6-8 slides, no more 
than 15 minute speaking time   

• Contents progress report: What has been 
achieved since the last progress report, 
what is the plan for the remainder of the 
semester?  

• Final Report: 10-15 pages 

• Final Presentation: 8-12 slides, no more 
than 20 minutes speaking time 

• Contents final report: What has been 
achieved throughout the semester?
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Hints - how we will grade the reports and talks

50%: Topical content 
‣ Are there factual errors? 

‣ Is specialized language applied in the correct way?  

25%: Quality of scientific message  
‣ Is the writing style scientific and appropriate for a technical text?  

(no slang, no generic usage of words, quantifications where applicable) 

‣ Are the messages precise and comprehensible?  

‣ Are appropriate references given?  

‣ Is there a brief but appropriate introduction to the subject? Is there a summary?  

25%: Technical form 
‣ Is the document well structured in sections (slides) for reports (presentations)? Are the section 

(slide) titles appropriate? Are there page numbers? Are author and date documented?  

‣ Are figures and tables numbered? Are they called in the running text, and are image and table 
captions given? Are sections correctly referenced across? 

‣ Are references listed in a correct format? 
5



C. Riedl - UIUC PHYS 523, Spring 2026                                                                                 

Progress Report and Presentation - advice

• Follow the advice given in Celia Elliott’s lectures (fall 2025). 

• Make use of your ELOG entries to reconstruct your project’s history.  

• Make use of your project management timeline and use it to inform your 
progress and the next steps. 
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E-LOG - making entries

• https://
my.physics.illinois.
edu/undergrad/elog 
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E-LOG - search function
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A few ELOG remarks
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• Of all sessions ( days of class), the best 22 sessions will be graded . 

• The weight of the ELOG grade to the total grade is 15%. The ELOG grade is composed as follows: 

• ½ for being complete (at least the ''SessionLog'' entry for every session) 

• ½ for content - appropriate description 

• ½ for style - being well-structured and concise (brief but comprehensive) 

• For every class, every student is expected to make at least the SessionLog entry - not one entry per topical 
group, but one entry per student. It is recommended to keep the SessionLog brief and to move details to other 
posts (see next bullet) for a better overview. 

• Students are encouraged to make further ELOG entries to (for example) detail an experimental setup, 
describe a specific problem or debugging log, and document purchases. 

• Students are expected to make use of the various “Post Types” - beyond the mandatory SessionLog, there are 
“Analysis”, “Calibration”, “Debugging”, “Issue”, “Testing”, “Purchase”, and others. Let Caroline know if you 
would find additional post types useful. 

• Students are expected to also mark each of their logbook entries with their respective “Experiment” tag 
(Cryogenics or Muon tomography).
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Our policy on the use of AI tools
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